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LiftMaster Smart Garage Door
Opener

Opening your garage door via the internet from a
million miles away? There's an app for that,
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Click here to check out Techland’s coverage of the 2012 Consumer Electronics Show..
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CES 2012: Weekend pre-shows and
events

Katnna Gilbent, Computer Gear Examiner
January 7, 2012 - Like this? Subscnibe to gl instant updates Add a comment

CES 2012 officially starts on Tuesday, January 10th in Las
Vegas. but before the big event the Consumer Electronics
Association has a few events in store offering sneak peeks at
this year's exhibitors

WHAT CES Unvelled: The Official Press Event of the
International CES

WHO
International CES 2012
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Open your garage door with your iPhone

One novel thing that caught my eye from CES 2012 was the announcement of an iPhone-compatible garage door opener — of all things.

Liftmaster announced its new 8260 and 8550 garage door openers (below) at CES12 with built-in RF transmitters. Called MyQ, the included radio communicates with other MyQ-enabled devices
in your home.
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The brains of the operation is the 828LM Internet Gateway accessory (below) that plugs into your Internet router via Ethernet (video). The 828LM is the bridge that puts the 8360 and 8550
openers on the Internet where, of course, anything is possible.

In addition to sending signals to a MyQ-enabled garage-door opener, the 828LM can also control the Liftmaster Remote Light Control (825LM) and Remote Light Switch (823LM) enabling you to
turn on the lights in your house from your iPhone. It's fun, but pretty rudimentary as far as home automation goes.

Liftmaster mentions that more MyQ-enabled accessories are in the works in this video by Information Week’s David Berlind at CES12:
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My garage door opener’s remote is on the fritz (tried everything) but the the opener itself still works from the button inside the house. It's making this new Liftmaster rig is looking sexier by the
minute. The problem is that the radio and gateway that enable the iPhone control isn't backwards-compatible with my old-school opener (or any other opener for that matter).

If you want the cool, new features, you'll have to pony up $350-$500 to have it installed by a Liftmaster dealer.
But, is it worth it? It depends.

It's probably worth splurging on a new Internet-connected Liftmaster unit if you're building a new house, replacing a garage door opener that just died (ashem!), or if you're independently
wealthy. Personally, I'm going to research the (much-less expensive) DIY Arduino route first.

What do you think? Do you want one?

Update: The installation video (and product page) mentions that an “annual activation fee is required.” Liftmaster tells me that the first year of service is free, and that each additional year is
$14.99 — or roughly just over a dollar a month starting with year two.

Seriously, an annual fee to open my garage door? You've got to be kidding me!
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CES 2012: Use A Smartphone To Open Your Garage
Door

Particularly if it involves the wireless configuration of a device (the machine) that has no console on it.
So now, after visiting Liftmaster at CES 2012, | know why I'm a journalist and others (like the folks at
Litmaster) are the ones making cool... FULL ARTICLE AT TECHWEE B



http://topics.dallasnews.com/article/08LEfax1ra8sw?q=iPhone
http://topics.dallasnews.com/article/08LEfax1ra8sw?q=iPhone
http://www.pcadvisor.co.uk/news/mobile-phone/3328982/liftmaster-app-can-open-your-garage-door/

http ://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9223281/LiftMaster app ¢
an open your garage door

LiftMaster 4pp c¢an open your garage door
CES newcomers, ke LiftMaster, bnng consumer electronsc wares to Las
Vegas

By Patrick Thibodeay

January B 2012 03.28 PMET 2Comments  []Lke e

[ v The increasing ntegration of networks to physical dewices is
bringing new comparees, such as LiftMaster, to the Consumer Electronics
Show

LiftMaster makes garage door openers, and recently introduced a model that
can be controlled by way of an app. The garage door makes its connection
through a 900 MHz radio that is connected to a home router. J Beth Bjorlo
pictured above, marketing manager at the Elmhurst, lll -based firm, displays
the app. This wireless capability gives a homeowner the capability letting in a
dog sitter or UPS delivery person remotely. The company came to CES
because "this is an app that actually moves physical things,” said Bjorlo

Want more on CES? See our roundup of everything you need to know from
CES and our interactive chart of top CES product launches

Follow our staffers live from CES in Las Vlegas Jan. 9-12 on Twitter
@Computerworld/CES or via our CES 2012 RSS feed
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LiftMaster MyQ Technology
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CES 2012: Use A Smartphone To Open Your
Garage Door
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